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DETAILS:

The following investigation is the result of a
preliminary investigation.

¥ PREDICATION

This investigation was predicated upon receipt of
a request from Assistant Attorney General JERRIS LEONARD of
the Civil Rights Division, U. S. Department of Justice, who
requested a preliminary investigation be conducted concern-
ing the death of HARRY NICHCLAS RICE based upon the facts
set forth in a letter from Mrs. ESTHER CHRISTIANSgyxg?EE

dated August 4, 1970. Ec¢The g a))@fr;’v. adwpinry
Y ey 8. % & I PRRRRL: -~ = : [’) ’ 4 .
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Dear Mr. President:

My son, Herry Nicholas Rice, was shot at the University of Kansas
the night of July 20th, and the news was cverywhere in a few hours.

l .
T plead with you, My. President, foxr the tnhousanrds of parents who.
have responded to me and expressecd great fear for their children
returning to American campuses this fall. l

We taught our sons respect for our laws and for the police in their
worl of carrying out those laws. We even excused thejmistakes of law
enforcement agencies at Chicago and Kent University, but now we arc
one of those mistakes, and we Scc the other face of campus confrontatic
When we first heard the news, w¢ &5 both alumni of K. U. and espe-
cially myself, whose fauily was once a vital part of Lawrence, Kensas,
conld not believe that the police of our beloved coilege town could
have mistakenly shot our beautiful -son., Scnsing the overwhelming
animosity of the studcnts toward the police, we gave support to the
possibility of a sniper's bullet, to try to stop any further bloodshed.
ks we have now traced our son through that fatal day, we are surc
of his employment as a surgical orderly at Baptist Memorial Hospital
in Yansas Citiy. He took his girl-friend, a.lawrence resident, back
+o0 Lawrence for a date, becausc of a parking ticket (for parking in 2@
_yeliow zone) which would have required him to appear in court in person
2t & a.m. the next morning. He went to the police station and tried
to pry the t+icket so that he would not miss work the following mormisg
Then he went to the Rock Chalk Cafe and played pinball. Howeves, the
police orderecd the Rock Chalk to close carly. Jick then drove arounc
to find a friend.to whom he'd promised a ride back to Kansas City.
He spotted his friend standing in front of the Gasiight, a college
hangout, parked his car, and got out, Nick was crossing Grcad Ave-
nue when he was shot in the back of the neck, the bullet lacerating
his br.in, and he fell instantly. : - ' ;
At no time, either on the night he was shot ox at any other time,
did our son participate in any discrder, or harass Or obstruct the
police in any way. Bu+t the police denied him any medical attention,
neither would they permit persons nearby to aid himj instead, the
police released more tear gas cannisters.next to his face. when the
arca was finally clcared, Nick was dead on arrival at Lawrence Moi-
orial Hospital. = 4 : :

Cegiwds ir California attending my niece's wedding and as I passcc
San Clementc on my way home I prayed that my son was still alive, and
T prayed that you'd find some effective way to protect the right of
ecvery individual not 1o be murdered, whether he be a teenager emergin]
into manhood or any other American. o '

Our Nicholas was‘named for his uncle, the iate Gen. R, U, Nichol®
a comrade of Ike's, and a close riend of our neighbors,“the fxthur
Eisenhowers of Kansas Citye '
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