
Dear Bonura Family, 

I hope you will excuse the anonymity of this letter, but I am sure you wiJJ understand our reasons for 
doing so. We were so disappointed to see your choice of paint color for your beautiful home. Perhaps 
you are already planning to re-paint it, as it may not have turned out exactly as you had envisioned. We 
hope this is the case. It's difficult to know what it will look like untiJ you see the finished product But 
if, however, you are satisfied with the result, may I try to persuade you to reconsider? The violet trim 
color is a bit harsh on the eyes, and it clashes with the surrounding neighborhood. We've had several 
friends and neighbors make similar comments, so this is not a solitary opinion. I am sure you were just 
wanting ·something pretty and uplifting, which we can appreciate, but the result is a little bit hard to look. 
at. Perhaps you could start a GoFundMe page to raise funds to have it redone? 

Sincerely, 

Your neighbors 

--



April 16, 2023 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Bonura , 

I hope this letter finds you well a11d enjoyir1g the springtime in Lawrence. 1 also hope you're starting to 

fee/ more settled in your new home after all the work you've put into it. From the look of it, it appears 

that you've been busy with lots and lots of projects, including the new paint job. 

We wanted to reach out to you regarding your choice of paint color. Obviously, it's your home and your 

money, so the choice of paint color belongs to you;_ and not your neighbors (unless, of course, there are 

\\m,tat,ons spe\\ed out ,n the HOA rules.-.. \haven't ·oothered to look into tfiat yet.) That being said, we 

)ust wanted to reach out to \et you know that many of us in the neighborhood aren't thrilled with the 

\a\lender and purp\e. {Even as a Kansas State alum, I'm not sure those colors are meant to be on a 

house\) Whi\e we can certainly appreciate the desire to choose a paint color that isn't another boring 

earth tone or stark white, the colors you've chosen seem to be just a little too inharmonious with the 

rest of the neighborhood. One of the things we love about West Hills is that the homes aren 1 t a bunch 

of cookie cutters like in many new housing developments. So we absolutely appreciate uniqueness> but 

at the same time it 1ust seems that the colors you've chosen cross the line a little too far
1 

unfortunately 

c\ash,ng with the surrounding neighborhood. 

After speaking with several others in the neighborhood, I know it would ease a lot of tension if you were 

to repaint it with co\ors that offer a little more curb appeal. I hope you wilt take this into serious 

consideration\ 

warmest regards, 

Your ne,ghbors 
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My intent is not to be rude or hurt your feelings, but I am compelled to let you know that everyone in 

the neighborhood that I've spoken to is not pleased with the paint job on your house (myself included). 

Reactions are ranging from eye-rolling to outright anger, and I have to say that I can't blame them. I 

think it's possible to paint your house in a way that's not bland and blah without making it look 

objectionable. Would it be possible to try again with colors that are more agreeable? I think it's widely 

agreed upon that purple just doesn't work well on a house. Thanks for your consideration! 
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By Diane Urbani de la Paz 
Sunday, April 12, 200912:12am I [NEWS] 

e 

DUNGENESS - Lavender light fills Andi Taylor 1s living room each morning 

not from a nearby field of herbs, but from a building she 1s come to call 
Barney. 

Next door to Taylor is a large lavender garage - topped with a violet 

apartn1ent - built late last year and painted in January. It reminds the 
. - ..... > 

neithbors of the eponymous purpte· dinO"saur in public television's "Bamey 
and "Eriends,11 Ta-ylor said. 

I 

She lives) , 1~ aJt. __ L,.--- A••~ \nderson Road, so she said the 
• Il\orn1ng ~ 

/V•,, ~ ~t ~ £ ,,. ,. a «• / ' 

-purl)le glo ~ ... - _ • k« .. J • • ~ --. - - • _ . _ . . , _ 

df ~ ' ~ c:a•f,-~t trim.rn.e ( • • '- ' , '!7>f IP!~ #IMr vd • • . • 

- /_ • .;s.~ -;tiJ,, + ~ 
neighboth( ''J"t N"•r --- ... . .-.,c. 

~ ! ~ Nb f , -f(,"" ""~ . 
But two doL ~.~ m.t.L•- ~ ~f.-~w .1 ,etition requesting ielief from 

~ ,, • ,ti. .. , OIi.i ~'- .. 

their properry,lr~" : ... vlll ~ldltam county Assessor Pam Rushton. 

Their homes' va.lues have been undercut by the tall building in their midst, 

the cover letter asserts. 

''I call it the purple people-eater,,, quipped Brianna Juel, a neighbor who 

circulated the petition. 
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Rushton said last week that she's never seen a request'.for tax relief based on 

bi"ight tolots, and added that she knows of at least two other purple houses 1 

on Mount Pleasant.Road near Port Angeles . 
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